
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AGENDA  
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2019 
 
 
ROLL CALL     7:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
MINUTES 
 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 4, 2019  
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT FOR JANUARY 2019 
 
CITY CLERK’S REPORT OF CASH RECEIVED FOR JANUARY 2019 
 
SALES, HOME RULE, USE AND TELECOMMUNICATION TAX RECEIPTS FOR NOVEMBER 2018 
 
PERU RECREATION FUND CASH ACCOUNTS SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2019 
 
 
ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
PERU POLICE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT JANUARY 2019 
 
PERU VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVICE INC. ACTIVITY SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2019 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS      ALDERMEN 

 
1. FINANCE AND SAFETY SERVICES   Chairman Potthoff, Ferrari,  

       Radtke, Payton & Mayor Harl 
 DISBURSEMENTS for February 20, 2019 
   

Discuss/approve quote from Griffon Systems, Inc. in the amount of $13,000 to install cameras 
at Fire Department 



Motion to approve $2,500 donation to the Central Region Senior Baseball Regional 
Tournament Illinois District 20 (July 19th-July 24th) 
 
 

2. PUBLIC SERVICES     Chairman Waldorf, Lukosus,  
       Sapienza, Ballard & Mayor Harl 
 
Motion to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to execute IDOT Highway Permit for the I-80 
traffic crash  
 
RESOLUTION TO BORE CROSSING UNDERNEATH ACCESS CONTROLLED INTERSTATE 
(I-80 traffic crash) 
 

 
REPORT OF CITY ATTORNEY/ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PETITION OF RELAY FOR LIFE OF UPPER ILLINOIS VALLEY 
CONCERNING PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4351 VENTURE DRIVE, PERU, IL  
 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING VARIANCES UNDER THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PERU, IL 
AS SOUGHT BY THE PETITION OF RELAY FOR LIFE OF UPPER ILLINOIS VALLEY CONCERNING 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4351 VENTURE DRIVE, PERU, IL 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF DEMAND RESPONSE SALES AND SERVICES 
AGREEMENT BY AND AMONG THE ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL ELECTRICAL AGENCY, THE CITY OF PERU, 
AND JAMES HARDIE BUILDING PRODUCTS, INC. 
 
PROCLAMATION 
 
  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Motion to authorize the Mayor to execute final loan closing amendment for the Combined Sewer Separation 
Area 4 & 6 Project 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS     
 
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
ITEM NO. 1 Communication from the Office of the Attorney General State of Illinois Public Access 

Counselor FOIA Request for Review dated January 8, 2019 
 
ITEM NO. 2 Communication from the Office of the Attorney General State of Illinois Public Access 

Counselor OMA Request for Review dated February 13, 2019 
 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
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A regular meeting of the Peru City Council was called to order by Mayor Scott J. Harl in the Peru City Council 
Chambers on Monday, February 4, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
City Clerk Dave Bartley called the roll with Aldermen Potthoff, Ferrari, Waldorf, Lukosus, Radtke, Sapienza, 
Payton and Ballard present; Alderman Ferrari left at 7:15 p.m.; Mayor Harl present. 
 
All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Mayor Harl presented information regarding a decorative clock that will be placed outside the front door of the 
Municipal Building. Mayor Harl noted the good fortune to have a singular donor to pay for the clock. Mayor Harl 
stated the clock is quite substantial and has many fine features including music and different chimes. Harl said. “It 
has what the Verdant Clock Company calls the town crier option. For instance, at the holidays, you can play holiday 
music.” The clock will be 16 feet and 8 inches tall. 
 
Mayor Harl thanked Mr. Joe Hogan on behalf of the former Mayor Don Baker and his wife Anne. Mr. Hogan spoke 
in favor of the clock and thanked Mayor Harl. Mr. Hogan also noted the clock was gifted to the city by former 
Mayor Don and Anne Baker and will be of no expense to the City. The clock will have a plaque honoring former 
Mayor Baker. The clock will arrive in May or June, and the city’s electric department will install it. 
  
MINUTES 
 
Mayor Harl presented the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 21, 2019. Alderman Potthoff made a motion 
that the minutes be received and placed on file. Alderman Waldorf seconded the motion; motion carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Mayor Harl presented the Treasurer’s Report for December 2018; City Clerk’s Report of Cash Received for 
December 2018; General Fund and Miscellaneous Funds Report for December 2018; Sales, Home Rule, Use and 
Telecommunication Tax Receipts for October 2018 and Utility Fund Report for December 2018. Alderman Potthoff 
made a motion the reports be received, placed on file. Alderman Potthoff noted the sales tax figure and stated the 
importance of sales tax and economic development. Alderman Waldorf seconded the motion; motion carried. 
 
ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
Mayor Harl presented the Peru Police Department 2018 Annual Report; Peru Volunteer Ambulance Service Inc. 
Activity Summary for December 2018 and Peru Volunteer Ambulance Service Inc. Activity Summary for Year 
2018. Mayor Harl read the letter from Police Chief Doug Bernabei on the cover of the 2018 Annual Report. 
Alderman Potthoff spoke in favor of the detailed report and noted the community police and involvement. Alderman 
Waldorf made a motion the reports be received and placed on file. Alderman Lukosus seconded the motion; motion 
carried. 
 
FINANCE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
Alderman Radtke presented the following disbursements for payment on February 6, 2019: 
 

FUND NAME     TOTAL EXPENSES 
 
 General Fund $367,907.37 

 Insurance Fund 81,409.92 

 Garbage Fund 31,671.58 

 Recreation Fund 422.32 
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 TIF II- Industrial 59,911.00 

 Utility Fund 766,867.45 

 Landfill Fund 494.35 

 Airport Fund 1,352.00 

 Total $1,303,035.99 

Alderman Radtke made a motion that the report be received, placed on file and the bills be paid in the usual manner. 
Alderman Payton seconded the motion. City Clerk Dave Bartley called the roll with Aldermen Potthoff, Waldorf, 
Lukosus, Radtke, Sapienza, Payton and Ballard voting aye; Alderman Ferrari absent; motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE  
 
Alderman Waldorf made a motion to approve an engineering service agreement for the Unytite Drive extension 
noise study, as requested by the FHWA, with Prairie Engineers not to exceed $20,000. (The Unytite Drive project is 
in the heart of the City of Peru’s Industrial corridor, which contains many industry users, including a rail transload 
facility, distribution centers, and large manufactures). Alderman Lukosus seconded the motion. City Clerk Dave 
Bartley called the roll with Aldermen Potthoff, Waldorf, Lukosus, Radtke, Sapienza, Payton and Ballard voting aye; 
Alderman Ferrari absent; motion carried. 
 
Alderman Waldorf made a motion to approve an engineering service agreement for the North Peoria roadway noise 
study, as requested by the FHWA, with Prairie Engineers not to exceed $42,000. (The N. Peoria Roadway project 
consists of the improvement of existing roadways. A small portion of those roadways are being re-aligned to an area 
further away from the residential areas it abuts today). Alderman Sapienza seconded the motion. City Clerk Dave 
Bartley called the roll with Aldermen Potthoff, Waldorf, Lukosus, Radtke, Sapienza, Payton and Ballard voting aye; 
Alderman Ferrari absent; motion carried. 
 
Mr. Mike Perry of Chamlin and Associates stated both of the studies are required due to federally funding 
requirements. 
 
REPORT OF CITY ATTORNEY/ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
Corporate Counsel Doug Schweickert presented a proposed resolution entitled: 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-03 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN SIXTH STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY TO JILL 
M. MCLAUGHLIN 
 
Alderman Waldorf made a motion the resolution be adopted as written and read. Alderman Ballard seconded the 
motion. City Clerk Dave Bartley called the roll with Aldermen Potthoff, Waldorf, Lukosus, Radtke, Sapienza, 
Payton and Ballard voting aye; Alderman Ferrari absent; motion carried. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Clerk Dave Bartley presented a communication from the Peru Veterans Memorial Group representing their 
2018 Annual Report and requesting a $600 donation. Clerk Bartley read the names of all the fallen veterans. 
Alderman Potthoff made motion the communication be received, placed on file and donation approved. Alderman 
Waldorf seconded the motion. City Clerk Dave Bartley called the roll with Aldermen Potthoff, Waldorf, Lukosus, 
Radtke, Sapienza, Payton and Ballard voting aye; Alderman Ferrari absent; motion carried. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ms. Julie Ajster asked for clarification of the sign ordinance regarding the removal of political signs from fences or 
free-standing structures. 
 
Ms. Julie Ajster voiced her concerns regarding the donation of the clock and questioned the timing of the donation. 
Ms. Ajster commented on the zoning, variance, and text amended granted by the City for the Casey’s property 
which was sold by Anne Baker. Ms. Ajster noted the significant sale price of the property compared to its assessed 
value. Ms. Ajster noted the Attorney General’s comments regarding the procedures of the Planning and Zoning 
Board. Ms. Ajster wondered out loud if the donation was somehow a pay for play political gift. 
 
Joe Hogan was insulted by the suggestion the gift by Anne Baker was somehow a political payment. Mr. Hogan 
defended the donation from Anne Baker and noted for the record that while the sales price was significant, it was far 
less than previous offers years earlier. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Alderman Waldorf made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Alderman Radtke seconded the motion and motion 
carried. Meeting adjourned 7:29 p.m. 



TREASURER'S REPORT 

JANUARY 2019 
JACKSON POWELL, TREASURER 
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Previous Period 
Fund Description 

Balance 
Financial Institution - Account # 

Receipts Disbursements 
Interest 
Earned 

End of Period 
Balance 

Balance Use 
Definition 

Cumulative 
Unassigned Fund 

Balance 

Cumulative Fund 
Balance 

General Fund Operating Checking Account 	 63,043.67 $ 	723,714.87 (380,048.24) $ 	1.70 $ 	406,712.00 Unassigned $406,712.00 406,712.00 
Hometown National Bank- Acct #105853 
Illinois Fund - Mercantile Bank - Acct #7139166001 	 40,680.38 $ 	990,136.09 (677,946.50) $ 	656.60 $ 	353,526.57 Unassigned 760,238.57 760,238.57 

General Fund Automatic Clearing House Account 	$ 	39,967.69 $ 	757,917.48 (779,356.02) $ 	2.14 $ 	18,531.29 Unassigned 778,769.86 778,769.86 
Heartland Acct #6506402 
General Fund Operating Reserve Transaction Accounts 
Illinois Fund - Mercantile Bank - Acct #4348664122 	 1,657,806.36 $ 	43,438.47 	$ (325,000.00) $ 	3,446.26 $ 	1,379,691.09 Unassigned 2,158,460.95 2,158,460.95 
Heartland Acct #5840023088 	 - $ 	 - 	$ - $ 	- $ Unassigned 2,158,460.95 2,158,460.95 

General Fund Operating Reserve CDs 	 $ 	2,531,065.74 $ $ 	515.91 $ 	2,531,581.65 Unassigned 4,690,042.60 4,690,042.60 

Farm Cash Rent Account - Hertz Management 
Heartland - Acct #2637 	 557.41 $ 0.11 $ 	557.52 Unassigned 4,690,600.12 4,690,600.12 

Infrastructure Home Rule Sales Tax Account 
Illinois Fund - Mercantile Bank - Acct #4348664122 	$ 	1,715,673.00 $ 	163,556.75 	$ $ 	3,566.55 $ 	1,882,796.30 Restricted 4,690,600.12 6,573,396.42 

GF/Motel Tax Account 	 365,451.06 $ 	25,870.89 	$ 98.86 $ 	391,420.81 Committed 4,690,600.12 6,964,817.23 
Peru Federal Account #161314228/#162310209 

Parkside Bond Obligation Reserve 	 1,455,436.98 $ 	128,957.66 	$ $ 	3,025.57 $ 	1,587,420.21 Restricted 4,690,600.12 8,552,237.44 
Illinois Fund - Mercantile Bank - Acct #4348664122 

General Fund Police Bldg Reserve 	 422,774.44 $ 	20,833.00 	$ $ 	878.87 $ 	444,486.31 Restricted 4,690,600.12 8,996,723.75 
Illinois Fund - Mercantile Bank - Acct #4348664122 

Past Elected Officials Account 	 6,774.84 $ 0.86 $ 	6,775.70 Restricted 4,690,600.12 9,003,499.45 
Peru Federal Savings - Acct #1002354591 

Peru Celebration Trust Account 	 31,263.08 $ 	100.00 	$ $ 	2,357.34 $ 	33,720.42 Restricted 4,690,600.12 9,037,219.87 
Edward Jones - Acct #6081575315 

Peru Municipal Pool Account 	 10,849.63 $ $ $ 	10,849.63 Assigned 4,690,600.12 9,048,069.50 
Hometown National Bank - Acct #110741 
Peru Municipal Pool Acct 	 118,023.31 $ - $ $ 	118,023.31 Assigned 4,690,600.12 9,166,092.81 
Certificate of Deposit Investments 

Veteran's Park Memorial Account 	 11,822.14 $ - $ 	- $ 	11,822.14 Restricted 4,690,600.12 9,177,914.95 
Hometown National Bank - Acct #105853 

Cemetery Reserve-Copeland Donation $ 	100,000.00 	$ 100,000.00 Restricted 4,690,600.12 9,277,914.95 
Illinois Fund - Mercantile Bank - Acct #4348664122 



Treasurer's Monthly Report 	 Jan. 31, 2019 

Previous Period 
Financial Institution - Account # 	 Balance 

Receipts 	Disbursements 
Interest 
Earned 

End of Period Balance 
Balance Use 

Definition 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

Insurance Fund 
I Heartland - HRA/FSA - Acct #6506569 $32,355.90 $200,578.45 ($84,475.79) $3.77 $148,462.33 Committed 

Garbage Fund ($66,196.10) $45,193.88 ($63,112.93) $0.00 ($84,115.15) Committed 
Peru Federal Account #161314228/#162310209 

Motor Fuel Tax Fund $476,610.68 $22,360.39 $0.00 $418.27 $499,389.34 Restricted 
Hometown National Bank - Acct #72660101 

Peru Police Drug Enforcement, Impound & Equipment Fund 
Peru Federal Account Acct #161317890 $166,476.99 $5,998.97 ($1,333.00) $56.71 $171,199.67 Restricted 
Midland States Bank Acct #5405000027 $56,085.33 $8,188.00 ($2,921.45) $4.74 $61,356.62 Restricted 
Total Peru Police Drug Enforcement, Impound $232,556.29 
& Equipment Fund 

Recreation Fund 
Heartland Acct #6506399 $58,090.35 $0.00 ($859.06) $1.47 $57,232.76 Committed 

TIF 1 Fund 
Heartland Acct #6506410 $436,131.11 $0.00 ($427,746.54) $1.08 $8,385.65 Committed 
TIF 2 Fund - Peru Industrial 
Heartland Acct #6506410 $433,860.69 $0.00 ($149,540.23) $36.71 $284,357.17 Committed 
TIF 3 Fund - North Peru 
Heartland Acct #6506410 $86,264.91 $0.00 ($73,300.56) $1.67 $12,966.02 Committed 

TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $1,159,234.41 

TRUST FUNDS 
Community Development Assistance Grant Trust Fund $81,787.38 $0.00 $0.00 $2.78 $81,790.16 Restricted 
Heartland - Acct #3018792 

TOTAL TRUST FUNDS (Excludes Pension $81,790.16 
Trust Funds) 

2 
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Fund Description 
Financial Institution - Account # 

Previous Period 
Balance 

Receipts 	Disbursements 
Interest 
Earned 

End of Period Balance 
Balance Use 

Definition 

ENTERPRISE FUNDS 

Electric Light Enterprise Fund Operating Accounts 
Operating Checking Account 	 $200,525.08 
Heartland - Acct #6506429 

$2,454,928.70 ($1,994,771.38) $30.79 $660,713.19 Unassigned 

Operating Revenue Checking Account 	 $4,485,024.09 
Peru Federal Account #161314228/#162310209 

$1,858,551.03 ($2,556,956.92) $1,213.30 $3,787,831.50 Unassigned 

Electric Revenue - Operating Reserve 	 $754,748.47 
Midland States Bank Acct #5405000523 

$0.00 $0.00 $128.20 $754,876.67 Unassigned 

Electric Reimbursement Checking Account 	 $222,479.45 
Heartland - Acct #6506429 

$0.00 $0.00 $34.17 $222,513.62 Unassigned 

Electric Scrap Metal Account 	 $53,186.05 
Midland States Bank Acct #5405000523 

$0.00 $0.00 $9.03 $53,195.08 Restricted 

Guaranteed Light Deposit Checking Account 	 $500,434.28 
Peru Federal Account #161314228/#162310209 

$6,500.00 ($5,463.51) $135.38 $501,606.15 Restricted 

Operating Reserve Accounts 	 $306,649.67 
Heartland Bank - Acct #5840023088 

Electric Light Enterprise Fund Investments 

$20,536.57 $0.00 $29.96 $327,216.20 Unassigned 

Certificate of Deposit Investments for Self Insurance Reserve 	 $4,558,244.75 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,558,244.75 Committed 
Certificate of Deposit Investments for Operating Reserve 	 $7,117,224.85 $0.00 $0.00 $1,317.94 $7,118,542.79 Unassigned 
Certificate of Deposit Investments for Guaranteed Light Deposits $258,881.17 $0.00 $0.00 $1,317.93 $260,199.10 Restricted 
Total Electric Light Enterprise Fund 

$18,244,939.05 
Operating and Investment Accounts 

Electric Light Fund Enterprise Bond Accounts 
Series 1998/2010 Bond Reserve Fund Money Market Fund 	 $570,140.66 
Bank of New York - Acct #615961 

$0.00 $0.00 $174.24 $570,314.90 Restricted 

Series 1998 Bond Renewal & Replacement Fund Money Market Fund 	 $440,570.99 
Bank of New York - Acct #615962 

$0.00 $0.00 $134.53 $440,705.52 Restricted 

Series 2008 Revenue Refunding Bond Money Market Fund 	 $466,598.54 
Bank of New York - Acct #768325 

$53,983.13 $0.00 $135.13 $520,716.80 Restricted 

Series 2011B Debt Service Money Market Fund 	 $431,700.00 
Bank of New York - Acct #780844 

$0.00 ($431,700.00) $0.00 $0.00 Restricted 

2017 Bond Reserve 
Heartland Bank - Acct #5840023088 

$348,877.49 $54,183.33 $0.00 $34.08 $403,094.90 Restricted 

Total Electric Light Enterprise Fund Bond $1,934,832.12 
Accts 

Total Electric Light Enterprise Fund 
$20,179,771.17 

Operating, Investment and Bond Accts 

Illinois Valley Regional Airport Enterprise Fund 
Peru Federal Account #161314228/#162310209 

($147,839.28) $4,726.65 ($4,680.25) $0.00 ($147,792.88) Unassigned 

Farm Cash Rent Account - Hertz Management $3,831.06 $0.00 $0.00 $0.77 $3,831.83 Unassigned 
Total Illinois Valley Regional Airport 

(143,961.05) 
Enterprise Fund 
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$38,767.83 

$10,215.58 

$40,939.25 

$365,008.53 

$176,057.56 

	

$19,100.00 	 $0.00 	$3.79 

	

$37,800.00 	 $0.00 	$1.00 

	

$750.00 	($470.00) 	$11.08 

	

$31,633.33 	($364,300.00) 	$117.15 

	

$18,764.58 	($175,707.50) 	$53.31 

$57,871.62 Committed 

	

$48,016.58 	Restricted 

	

$41,230.33 	Restricted 

	

$32,459.01 	Restricted 

	

$19,167.95 	Restricted 

Treasurer's Monthly Report 	 Jan. 31, 2019 

Fund Description 
Financial Institution - Account # 

Previous Period 
Balance 

Receipts 	Disbursements Interest 
Earned 

End of Period Balance 
Balance Use 

Definition 

Landfill Enterprise Fund 
Operating Checking Account 
Peru Federal Account #161314228/#162310209 
Landfill No. 3 Closure/Post Closure Money Market Account 
Heartland -Acct.5840023088 
Landfill Compost Site Reserve 
General Reserve Certificate of Deposit Investments 
Post Closure Reserve Investments 

Total Landfill Enterprise Fund 
	

$1,246,675.47 

Waterworks & Sewerage System Enterprise Fund 
Area 4 & 6 Loan Payment Reserve 
Heartland - Acct #5840023088 
Series 2011B Bond Repayment Fund 
Heartland - Acct #5840023088 
Guaranteed Water Deposit Checking Account 
Peru Federal Account #161314228/#162310209 
Series 2009A Debt Service Fund 
Bank of New York Mellon Acct #778092 
Series 2010 Debt Service Fund 
Bank of New York Mellon Acct #778107 

Total Waterworks & Sewerage System 
	

$198,745.49 
Enterprise Fund 

TOTAL ENTERPRISE FUNDS 
	

$21,481,231.08 

	

$440,466.09 
	

$2,458.90 
	

$0.00 	$119.16 
	

$443,044.15 Unassigned 

	

$24,528.87 
	

$0.00 
	

$0.00 	$2.40 
	

$24,531.27 Restricted 

	

$114,182.77 
	

$0.00 
	

$0.00 	$0.00 
	

$114,182.77 Restricted 

	

$548,000.00 
	

$0.00 
	

$0.00 	$0.00 
	

$548,000.00 Unassigned 

	

$116,917.28 
	

$0.00 
	

$0.00 	$0.00 
	

$116,917.28 Restricted 

FUND BALANCES 
Fund Type 
General Fund 
Special Revenue Funds 
Trust Funds 
Enterprise Funds 
Total Of All Fund Types 

Amount  
$9,277,914.95 
1,159,234.41 

81,790.16 
21,481,231.08  

$32,000,170.60 

GASB STATEMENT 54 FUND CLASSIFICATIONS 
Restricted Fund Balances 
Committed Fund Balances 
Assigned Fund Balances 
Unassigned Fund Balances 
Total of All Fund Characteristics 

Amount  
8,027,094.51 
5,434,825.96 

128,872.94 
18,409,377.19  

$32,000,170.60 

4 
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CONCENTRATION REPORT FOR APPROVED DEPOSITORIES AND INVESTMENTS 

Financial Institution/Account(s) Description Amount 
FDIC Insurance 

of Accounts 

Market Value 
Of Pledged 
Collateral* 

Deposit Risk 
Exposure 

The Illinois Funds $5,747,920.48 N/A N/A $5,747,920 

Hometown National Bank Transaction Accounts *** $928,773.11 $250,000 $1,417,873 $0.00 
Hometown National Bank CD Investments $392,512.63 See Above 

Midland Bank Transaction Accounts $869,428.37 $250,000 $1,205,097 $0.00 
Midland Bank CD Investments $92,738.68 See Above 

Peru Federal Savings Transaction Accounts $5,516,675.14 $250,000 $3,964,960 $1,301,715.14 

Heartland Transaction Accounts $2,360,072.11 $250,000 $6,240,092 $0.00 
Heartland CD Investments $936,904.46 See Above 

La Salle State Bank CD Investments $724,690.81 $250,000 $243,181 $231,509.81 

Streator Onized Credit Union CD $249,085.58 $250,000 N/A $0.00 

First State Bank Mendota CD $250,000.00 $250,000 N/A $0.00 

Negotiable Certificates of Deposit Investments $12,314,284.63 $12,750,000 N/A $0.00 

Edward Jones - Money Markets $33,720.42 N/A N/A $33,720.42 

Bank of New York Mellon Bond Accounts $1,583,364.18 N/A N/A $1,583,364.18 

Total Deposit Risk Exposure $8,898,230 
Total $32,000,170.60 

* Pledged collateral market values were update on 4/30/2018. 
*" Designated primary operational accounts are excluded from the current Investment Policy 

Hometown balance inflated due to held cell tower proceeds. Currently no deposit risk exposure. 
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FIREFIGHTER'S PENSION TRUST FUND 

Financial Institution 	 Investment Type 
Previous Period 	Receipts or 	Disbursements or 	End of Period 

Balance 	Inc In Market Value Loss of Market Value 	Balance 
Hometown National Bank - Trustee 

	
Multiple Investments 	$2,439,595.19 

	
$47,887.24 	 $ (14,244.28) 	$2,473,238.15 

POLICE PENSION TRUST FUND 

Financial Institution 	 Investment Type 
Previous Balance 	Receipts or 	Disbursements or 	End of Period 

Inc In Market Value Loss of Market Value 	Balance 
Hometown National Bank - Trustee 	 Multiple Investments 

	
$9,411,246.60 	$425,408.07 	 $ (86,419.15) 	$9,750,235.52 

COMBINED OPERATING ACCOUNT STATUS 

Peru Federal Account #161314228/#162310209 

Fund Operating Checking Account Description 	 Operating Balance 	Negative Balance 
Electric Fund - Guaranteed Light Deposits 	 $501,606 
Electric Fund Operating Reserve 	 $3,787,832 
Garbage Fund 	 ($84,115) 	 ($84,115) 
Illinois Valley Regional Airport 	 ($147,793) 	($147,793) 
Landfill Operating 	 $443,044 
Motel Tax 	 $391,421 
Water & Sewer - Guaranteed Water Deposits 	 $41,230 
Totals 

Guaranteed Deposit Adjustments 
Less Electric Fund - Guaranteed Light Deposits 
Less Water & Sewer - Guaranteed Water Deposits 
Net Funds Available in Combined Operating Account 

$4,933,225 

($501,606) 
($41,230) 

$4,390,388 

($231,908) 
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Fund 

Treasurer's Monthly Report 

FUND INVESTMENTS 

Financial Firm 	Investment Type Account # Balance Rate 

January 31, 2019 

Balance Use 
Maturity Date 	Definition 

General Fund 
Operating Reserve Wells Fargo Bank CD 949763FC5 $250,000.00 1.55% 1-Mar-19 Unassigned 
Operating Reserve Nebraskaland National Banl CD 63970QFD3 $250,000.00 1.50% 25-Sep-19 Unassigned 
Operating Reserve First Source CD 33646CFH2 $250,000.00 1.90% 29-Apr-20 Unassigned 
Operating Reserve Capital One Bank USA CD 140420TX8 $250,000.00 2.30% 29-Jul-20 Unassigned 
Operating Reserve Capital One Bank CD 14042E4Z0 $250,000.00 2.30% 29-Jul-20 Unassigned 
Perpetual Care Heartland CD 148218 $112,831.21 0.71% 13-Nov-19 Restricted 
Perpetual Care Heartland CD 148219 $113,275.58 0.71% 23-Nov-19 Restricted 
Operating Reserve La Salle State Bank CD 80016183 $400,000.00 1.66% 5-Mar-20 Unassigned 
Operating Reserve Peru Federal CD 10181037064 $405,474.86 1.51% 7-Mar-19 Unassigned 
Operating Reserve Citibank NA CD 17312QH77 $250,000.00 2.70% 29-Mar-21 Unassigned 
Total General Fund $2,531,581.65 

Landfill Enterprise Fund 
Landfill Fund - Compost Site Reserve for Closu Heartland CD 148190 $114,182.77 0.56% 15-Apr-19 Restricted 
Landfill Fund - Reserve for Post Closure Hometown National Bank CD 76600601002 $116,917.28 1.20% 15-May-21 Restricted 
Operating Reserve Morgan Stanley Bank CD 61747MYE5 $249,000.00 1.70% 19-Aug-19 Unassigned 
Operating Reserve Morgan Stanley Bank CD 61760ACZ0 $249,000.00 1.70% 19-Aug-19 Unassigned 
Operating Reserve Patriot Bank NA CD 70337MCT3 $50,000.00 2.80% 26-Apr-21 Unassigned 
Total Landfill Enterprise Fund $779,100.05 

Electric Light Enterprise Fund 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve FNB Bank CD 30257JAA3 $250,000.00 1.65% 30-Jul-19 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Streator Onized Credit Union (5( CD 53671 $124,542.79 2.45% 2-Mar-19 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve ALMA Bank CD 020080AW7 $50,000.00 1.45% 6-Nov-19 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Commercial Bank CD 2012882G7 $250,000.00 1.40% 13-Nov-19 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve BMW Bank of North America CD 05580AAZ7 $245,000.00 2.15% 10-Dec-19 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Synchrony Bank CD 87165HHN3 $250,000.00 1.85% 17-Apr-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Marlin Business Bank CD 57116AJP4 $250,000.00 1.60% 22-Apr-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Discover Bank CD 254672MH8 $200,000.00 1.85% 22-Apr-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Everbank CD 29976DWW6 $50,000.00 1.50% 29-Apr-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve JP Morgan Chase Bank CD 48125YBE3 $250,000.00 1.25% 30-Apr-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Bridgewater Bank CD 108622EM9 $250,000.00 1.45% 15-May-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Investors Community Bank CD 46147UQT0 $250,000.00 1.75% 22-Jun-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve American Express Bank CD 02587CED8 $200,000.00 2.35% 29-Jul-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve CIT Bank CD 17284DEF5 $50,000.00 2.30% 30-Jul-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Guaranty State Bank CD 401228AV3 $250,000.00 2.30% 30-Jul-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Institutional Savings CD 45780PAL9 $250,000.00 1.65% 30-Jul-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve First Business CD 31938QN67 $250,000.00 2.00% 31-Jul-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Ally Bank CD 02006L4X8 $49,000.00 1.90% 17-Aug-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Barclays Bank CD 06740KJQ1 $250,000.00 2.20% 23-Sep-20 Unassigned 



Fund 

Treasurer's Monthly Report 

FUND INVESTMENTS 

Financial Firm 	Investment Type Account # Balance Rate 

January 31, 2019 

Balance Use 
Maturity Date 	Definition 

Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve American Express Centurion CD 02587DF86 $50,000.00 2.25% 4-Nov-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Goldman Sachs Bank CD 38148JZ95 $50,000.00 2.25% 12-Nov-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Comenity Capital Bank CD 20033ASN7 $250,000.00 1.70% 12-Oct-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Customers Bank CD 23204HG E2 $250,000.00 2.10% 19-Feb-19 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve First Foundation Bank CD 32026UJG2 $250,000.00 2.45% 18-Oct-19 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Eaglebank CD 27002YDV56 $250,000.00 2.85% 20-Jan-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve First Rep Bank CD 33616CAV2 $100,000.00 2.45% 21-Oct-19 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve United Banker CD 909557HM5 $100,000.00 2.80% 29-Jan-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Discover Bank CD 254673SF4 $50,000.00 2.75% 3-Aug-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Wex Bank CD 92937CHU5 $250,000.00 2.70% 3-Aug-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Sallie Mae Bank CD 795450U60 $250,000.00 3.00% 9-Aug-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Live Oak Bank Company CD 538036DQ4 $100,000.00 2.65% 15-Jun-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Hanmi Bank CD 410493DL1 $250,000.00 2.95% 17-Aug-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Merrick Bank CD 59013J2Q1 $100,000.00 2.85% 22-Feb-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Southwest National Bank CD 845182BQ6 $100,000.00 2.90% 24-Aug-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Patriot Bank NA CD 70337MCT3 $200,000.00 2.80% 26-Apr-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Guaranty B&T CD 400820CN4 $100,000.00 2.80% 1-Mar-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve First Service Bank CD 33640VCH9 $250,000.00 2.80% 1-Mar-21 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve Touchmark Natl CD 89155MBK2 $250,000.00 2.75% 28-Jan-20 Unassigned 
Electric Light Fund - Operating Reserve First Internet CD 32056GDD9 $200,000.00 3.00% 28-Dec-20 Unassigned 
Total Operating Reserve $7,118,542.79 

Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Heartland CD 130839 $221,653.14 0.58% 8-Jul-19 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve La Salle State Bank CD 80014765 $108,836.11 1.59% 23-Sep-19 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Heartland CD 148189 $239,305.45 0.56% 11-Apr-19 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Hometown National Bank CD 76600601001 $275,595.35 0.60% 27-Mar-19 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Stearns Bank CD 857894VF3 $249,000.00 1.80% 2-Dec-19 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Pacific City Bank CD 69406PCU1 $249,000.00 1.80% 16-Dec-19 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve La Salle State Bank CD 80014681 $107,927.35 1.60% 2-Feb-20 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve La Salle State Bank CD 80014682 $107,927.35 1.60% 2-Feb-20 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Nationwide Bank CD 63861NAK1 $249,000.00 1.85% 28-Feb-20 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve American Express Centurion CD 02587DR59 $200,000.00 1.80% 4-May-20 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Ally Bank CD 02006L2K8 $50,000.00 1.80% 4-May-20 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Third Fed Sav&Ln Cleveland CD 88413QBS6 $250,000.00 1.95% 27-Oct-20 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve First Bank of Highland CD 319141JE8 $250,000.00 1.90% 2-Nov-20 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Goldman Sachs Bank CD 38148PTZ0 $150,000.00 2.10% 7-Dec-20 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve First State Bank Mendota CD 39967 $250,000.00 2.00% 21-Jun-19 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve UBS Bank USD CD 90348JCP3 $250,000.00 2.85% 1-Jun-21 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Bank of China CD 06426W4V1 $250,000.00 2.15% 18-Jan-19 Committed 



Fund 

Treasurer's Monthly Report 

FUND INVESTMENTS 

Financial Firm 	Investment Type Account # Balance Rate 

January 31, 2019 

Balance Use 
Maturity Date 	Definition 

Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Ally Bank UT CD 02007GGF4 $150,000.00 3.25% 29-Nov-21 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Merrick Bank CD 59013J5D7 $150,000.00 3.20% 29-Nov-21 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Enerbank USA CD 29278TEL0 $50,000.00 3.15% 30-Nov-21 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Live Oak Banking Co CD 538036DZ4 $150,000.00 3.10% 10-Jun-21 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Medallion Bank Utah CD 58404DCY5 $250,000.00 3.20% 13-Dec-21 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve Independent Bank CD 45383UTW5 $250,000.00 2.90% 22-Feb-21 Committed 
Electric Light Fund - Self Insurance Reserve First Natl Bk OH CD 323243AR6 $100,000.00 2.90% 28-Sep-20 Committed 
Total Self Insurance Reserve $4,558,244.75 

Electric Light Fund - Guaranteed Deposits Heartland CD 148102 $135,656.31 0.69% 9-Sep-19 Restricted 
Electric Light Fund - Guaranteed Deposits Streator Onized Credit Union (5( CD 53671 $124,542.79 2.45% 2-Mar-19 Restricted 
Total Guaranteed Light Deposits $260,199.10 

Total Electric Light Fund Enterprise $11,936,986.64 

Peru Municipal Pool Account 
Municipal Pool Account Midland States Bank CD 8484945406 $92,738.68 0.40% 29-Oct-20 Assigned 
Municipal Pool Account First Federal Savings Bank CD 4040011696 $25,284.63 1.37% 21-Jul-19 Assigned 
Total Peru Municipal Pool Account $118,023.31 

Total Fund Investments $15,365,691.65 

Certificate of Deposit Investments by Depos Amount 
Purchased Negotiable Certificates of Deposit $12,314,284.63 
Midland State Certificates of Deposit $92,738.68 
LaSalle State Bank Certificates of Deposit $724,690.81 
Heartland Bank Certificates of Deposit $936,904.46 
Hometown Bank Certificates of Deposit $392,512.63 
Peru Federal Savings Bank $405,474.86 
Steator Onized Credit Union $249,085.58 
First State Bank Mendota $250,000.00 

Total Certificate of Deposit Investments $15,365,691.65 



CITY CLERK'S REPORT OF CASH RECEIVED 

JANUARY 2019 

GENERAL FUND 
Road & Bridge property tax 
Municipal sales tax -October sales 
HRT-Parkside - October sales 
HRT-Infrastructure -October sales 
Use tax 
Telecommuncations tax 
Personal Property Replacement tax 
Replacement tax-Peru Township share 
State Income tax 
Video gaming municipal share 
Motel tax 
Hospital insurance reimbursements 
Miscellaneous licenses 
Dog licenses 
Liquor license 
Contractor licenses 
Police fines/copies/misc 
Police salary reimbursement 
Circuit Court fines 
Adjudication fines 
Police false alarms 
Fire Department service calls 
AT&T franchise-monthly 
Cable franchise-quarterly 
Electric franchise-monthly 
Building permits 
Inspection fees 
Engineer review 
Filing fees 
Grass lien reimbursements 
Telecomm tower rent 
Key Outdoor-sign rent 
Accident damages 
Cemetery lots 
Burial permits 
Cemetery niche 
IVAR Donations 
CSO donation to celebration fund 
Anita Copeland Trust-Cemetery donation 
IVRD accounting 
Sale of equipment 
Peru Township-salt 
IL Dept Trans-Rt 6 maintenance 
Northern White Sands-Plank/Commerce Rd agreemnt 
Peru Land Acquisition-Plank/Commerce Rd agreement 
IPRF safety grant 
State of IL-highway safety grant 

Total General Fund 	1 

510,369.77 
163,556.75 
163,556.75 

27,806.99 
17,292.86 
22,136.68 

85,416.29 
19,892.35 
25,870.89 

8,291.17 
670.00 
455.00 

300.00 
1,449.00 

373.62 
2,130.29 
2,866.97 

350.00 
1,070.00 

755.55 

85,518.00 
6,350.00 

200.00 

2,755.00 
1,901.09 

550.00 

1,400.00 
1,200.00 

500.00 
42.00 

100.00 
100,000.00 

1,000.00 
725.00 

1,146.83 

204,921.00 
140,410.00 

2,034.00 

$ 1,605,363.85  



CITY CLERK'S REPORT OF CASH RECEIVED 
JANUARY 2019 

MUNICIPAL POOL FUND 
Fundraising 
Donations 

Total Municipal Pool Fund $ 

POLICE DRUG ENFORCE/IMPOUND/EQUIP FUND 
Drug fine/forfeiture income 5,998.97 
Impound fees 4,000.00 
Other revenue 4,188.00 

Total Police Drug/Impound Fund $ 	14,186.97 

INSURANCE FUND 
General Fund-flexpay PR deductions 3,065.38 
Utility Fund-HRA reimbursements 1,863.66 
General Fund-HRA reimbursements 12,001.63 
Utility Fund-Jan/Feb funding 46,631.58 
General Fund-Jan/Feb funding 137,016.20 

$ 	200,578.45 

GARBAGE FUND 
Landfill Fund subsidy 
Utility receipts 45,193.88 

Total Garbage Fund $ 	45,193.88 

MOTOR FUEL TAX FUND 
Motor Fuel Tax - November Allotment 22,360.39 

Total Motor Fuel Tax Fund $ 	22,360.39 

RECREATION FUND 
Program fees 
Donation - 

Total Recreation Fund $ 

TIF DISTRICT #1 FUND 
Property taxes-4th installment 

Total TIF #1 Fund $ 

PERU INDUSTRIAL PARK TIF 
Property taxes-4th installment 

Total Peru Industrial Park TIF 	 $ 

$ 

NORTH PERU TIF 
Property taxes-4th installment 

Total North Peru TIF 



CITY CLERK'S REPORT OF CASH RECEIVED 
JANUARY 2019 

UTILITY FUND 
Utility receipts 1,830,140.98 
Reconnect fees 600.00 
NSF fees 150.00 
Temporary service 
IDOT-traffic signal maint 
Fiber optic rent 3,646.65 
Health insurance 1,271.61 
Water meter/supplies - 
Sale of loads of water 9,524.20 
Wastewater analysis 1,866.75 
AP overpay 2,700.00 
Labor & supplies 295.00 
Accident damages 7,257.31 
Credit card service charges 1,098.53 

$ 1,858,551.03 

Total Electric Fund 

GUARANTEED DEPOSIT FUND 
Electric utility deposits 6,500.00 
Water utility deposits 750.00 

$ 	7,250.00 

Total Guaranteed Deposit Fund 

LANDFILL FUND 
Utility receipts 2,292.90 
Stickers accounts receivable 
Chipper accounts receivable 100.00 
Yard bags 
Stickers 

Total Landfill Fund $ 	2,392.90 

AIRPORT OPERATIONS 

Accounts receivable-hangar rentals 4,460.00 
OSF/Marquis-land leases 
Midwest Avtech-flowage fees 266.65 

Total Airport Operations Fund $ 	4,726.65 

TOTAL ALL FUNDS 	 3,760,604.12 

David 	C ty Clerk 
\ 	s 
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CITY OF PERU SALES, HOME RULE, USE AND TELECOMMUNICATION TAX RECEIPTS 	2017-2018 

2017-HRT 1.0% YTD Total Incr (Decr) 2018-HRT 1.0% YTD Total lncr (Decr) 
Jan-Use tax 18,841.95 19,610.25 
Jan-Telecom tax 18,330.96 18,195.20 
Jan-Sales 419,061.75 459,099.57 
Jan-Home Rule 261,389.55 286,890.64 
Jan-Total 717,624.21 717,624.21 (27,287.12) 783,795.66 783,795.66 66,171.45 

Feb-Use tax 17,732.29 20,166.98 
Feb-Telecom tax 18,094.71 16,933.20 
Feb-Sales 418,643.71 420,325.46 
Feb-Home Rule 267,310.08 266,308.39 
Feb-Total 721,780.79 1,439,405.00 (35,848.29) 723,734.03 1,507,529.69 1,953.24 

Mar-Use tax 23,059.37 24,354.70 
Mar-Telecom tax 18,848.04 18,575.54 
Mar-Sales 500,480.65 536,003.87 
Mar-Home Rule 329,591.59 344,016.34 
Mar-Total 871,979.65 2,311,384.65 (16,652.39) 922,950.45 2,430,480.14 50,970.80 

Apr-Use tax 19,802.11 21,256.01 
Apr-Telecom tax 17,606.16 17,521.42 
Apr-Sales 500,877.89 524,444.23 
Apr-Home Rule 348,157.26 356,452.37 
Apr-Total 886,443.42 3,197,828.07 65,664.83 919,674.03 3,350,154.17 33,230.61 

May-Use tax 19,951.29 23,178.12 
May-Telecom tax 18,549.37 17,934.63 
May-Sales 501,867.51 542,902.81 
May-Home Rule 338,922.72 374,614.22 
May-Total 879,290.89 4,077,118.96 (336.31) 958,629.78 4,308,783.95 79,338.89 

Jun-Use tax 21,102.43 24,822.75 
Jun-Telecom tax 18,326.87 17,528.54 
Jun-Sales 521,051.52 585,593.34 
Jun-Home Rule 353,978.76 395,550.54 
Jun-Total 914,459.58 4,991,578.54 (19,186.10) 1,023,495.17 5,332,279.12 109,035.59 

Jul-Use tax 20,202.79 24,079.96 
Jul-Telecom tax 18,146.79 17,190.57 
Jul-Sales 485,069.73 533,775.68 
Jul-Home Rule 313,293.83 351,625.52 
Jul-Total 836,713.14 5,828,291.68 (31,404.67) 926,671.73 6,258,950.85 89,958.59 

Aug-Use tax 21,485.27 22,900.92 
Aug-Telecom tax 18,419.25 17,424.65 
Aug-Sales 477,711.79 506,165.40 
Aug-Home Rule 317,329.20 335,543.84 
Aug-Total 834,945.51 6,663,237.19 10,107.46 882,034.81 7,140,985.66 47,089.30 

Sep-Use tax 22,642.51 26,270.79 
Sep-Telecom tax 18,065.25 16,894.30 
Sep-Sales 489,496.22 478,205.32 
Sep-Home Rule 318,049.01 313,113.61 
Sep-Total 848,252.99 7,511,490.18 18,448.40 834,484.02 7,975,469.68 (13,768.97) 
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CITY OF PERU SALES, HOME RULE, USE AND TELECOMMUNICATION TAX RECEIPTS 	2017-2018 

2017-HRT 1.0% YTD Total lncr (Decr) 2018-HRT 1.0% YTD Total Incr (Decr) 
Oct-Use tax 22,485.16 27,806.99 
Oct-Telecom tax 18,362.46 17,292.86 
Oct-Sales 489,871.30 - 510,369.77 
Oct-Home Rule 324,071.87 327,113.50 
Oct-Total 854,790.79 8,366,280.97 19,609.36 882,583.12 8,858,052.80 27, 792.33 

Nov-Use tax 26,046.49 30,767.58 
Nov-Telecom tax 17,834.92 17,539.72 
Nov-Sales 517,002.98 516,701.74 
Nov-Home Rule 353,169.00 351,900.38 
Nov-Total 914,053.39 9,280,334.36 20,038.51 916,909.42 9,774,962.22 2,856.03 

Dec-Use tax 32,944.33 - 
Dec-Telecom tax 18,236.18 - 
Dec-Sales 600,185.20 - 
Dec-Home Rule 411,991.60 - 
Dec-Total 1,063,357.31 10,343,691.67 (5,948.84) - 9,774,962.22 - 

TOTAL 10,343,691.67 (2,795.16) 9,774,962.22 494,627.86 

BREAKDOWN 
2017 Incr over prey yr 2018 !nor over prey yr 

Use Tax 266,295.99 6.5% 265,215.05 

Telecom tax 218,820.96 -6.9% 193,030.63 

Sales Tax 5,921,320.25 -0.3% 5,613,587.19 

HRT-Parkside 1,968,627.24 0.4% 1,851,564.68 
HRT-Infrastucture 1,968,627.24 0.4% 1,851,564.68 

* 55,667.90 * 	61,874.81 

*Loss due to State Adm fee 
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PERU RECREATION FUND 
CASH ACCOUNTS SUMMARY 

FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 1/31/19 

CHECKING ACCOUNT #6506 399 - Heartland Bank and Trust: 

Beginning Balance $58,090.35 

Receipts $0.00 

Interest $1.47 

$58,091.82 

Disbursements $859.06 

TOTAL: $57,232.76 

Total Funds Available January 2019 

Total Funds Available January 2018 

Total Funds Available January 2017 

$57,232.76 

$72,540.77 

$79,889.50 

Respectfully submitted, 

1:).vid R. artley 
City Clerk 
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26 -RECREATION FUND 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

CITY OF PERU 	 PAGE: 	1 

REVENUE & EXPENSE REPORT (UNAUDITED) 

AS OF: JANUARY 31ST, 2019 

CURRENT 	CURRENT 	YEAR TO DATE 	BUDGET 	% OF 

BUDGET 
	

PERIOD 	 ACTUAL 	BALANCE 	BUDGET 

REVENUE SUMMARY 

NON-DEPARTMENTALIZED 101,150.00 1.47 104,106.50 ( 2,956.50) 	102.92 

TOTAL REVENUES 101,150.00 1.47 104,106.50 ( 2,956.50) 	102.92 

EXPENDITURE SUMMARY 

OPERATING EXPENSES 101,000.00 859.06 84,949.52 16,050.48 	84.11 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 101,000.00 859.06 84,949.52 16,050.48 	84.11 

REVENUES OVER! (UNDER) EXPENDITURES 150.00 ( 857.59) 19,156.98 ( 19,006.98)2,771.32 



CITY OF PERU 	 PAGE: 	2 

REVENUE & EXPENSE REPORT (UNAUDITED) 

AS OF: JANUARY 31ST, 2019 

26 -RECREATION FUND 

REVENUES 

	

CURRENT 	CURRENT 	YEAR TO DATE 	BUDGET 	% OF 

	

BUDGET 	PERIOD 	 ACTUAL 	BALANCE 	BUDGET 

NON-DEPARTMENTALIZED 

PROPERTY TAXES 

CHARGES FOR SERVICES 

26-4-00-53-3220 NON-RESIDENT FEES 0.00 0.00 50.00 	( 50.00) 0.00 

26-4-00-53-3250 PROGRAM FEES 0.00 0.00 1,515.00 	( 1,515.00) 0.00 

26-4-00-53-3616 HANDICRAFT RECEIPTS 1,000.00 0.00 164.00 836.00 16.40 

TOTAL CHARGES FOR SERVICES 1,000.00 0.00 1,729.00 	( 729.00) 172.90 

INVESTMENT INCOME 

26-4-00-55-3700 INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS 0.00 1.47 17.50 	( 17.50) 0.00 

TOTAL INVESTMENT INCOME 0.00 1.47 17.50 	( 17.50) 0.00 

OTHER LOCAL SOURCES 

26-4-00-56-3610 MISC DONATIONS 0.00 0.00 2,360.00 	( 2,360.00) 0.00 

26-4-00-56-3615 WIGGLEY FIELD SIGN DONT 150.00 0.00 0.00 150.00 0.00 

TOTAL OTHER LOCAL SOURCES 150.00 0.00 2,360.00 	( 2,210.00)1,573.33 

OPERATING TRANSFERS 

26-4-00-90-3951 TRANSFER FROM GENERAL F 100,000.00 0.00 100,000.00 0.00 100.00 

TOTAL OPERATING TRANSFERS 100,000.00 0.00 100,000.00 0.00 100.00 

TOTAL NON-DEPARTMENTALIZED 101,150.00 1.47 104,106.50 	( 2,956.50) 102.92 

TOTAL REVENUES 101,150.00 1.47 104,106.50 	( 2,956.50) 102.92 

2-08-2019 02:45 PM 
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CITY OF PERU 
	

PAGE: 	3 

REVENUE & EXPENSE REPORT (UNAUDITED) 

AS OF: JANUARY 31ST, 2019 

26 -RECREATION FUND 

	

CURRENT 
	

CURRENT 
	

YEAR TO DATE 
	

BUDGET 
	

% OF 

EXPENDITURES 
	

BUDGET 
	

PERIOD 
	

ACTUAL 
	

BALANCE 	BUDGET 

TRANSFER TO OTHER FUNDS 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

26-5-90-41108 PAYR-DIRECTOR 10,404.00 784.62 7,838.51 2,565.49 	75.34 

26-5-90-41156 PAYR-HANDICRAFTS 1,200.00 0.00 841.30 358.70 	70.11 

26-5-90-41158 PAYR-LESSONS/CAMPS 4,000.00 0.00 1,846.64 2,153.36 	46.17 

26-5-90-45300 UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 100.00 14.42 55.14 44.86 	55.14 

26-5-90-45400 WORKER'S COMPENSATION 100.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 	0.00 

26-5-90-46100 FicAME0c CONTRIBUTIONS 1,100.00 60.02 805.24 294.76 	73.20 

26-5-90-48000 CAMP DIRECTOR STIPENDS 12,000.00 0.00 9,985.00 2,015.00 	83.21 

26-5-90-51710 RESURFACE TENNIS/BB COURT 5,000.00 0.00 0.00 5,000.00 	0.00 

26-5-90-56200 ADVERTISING 1,200.00 0.00 470.00 730.00 	39.17 

26-5-90-65200 OPERATING SUPPLIES 2,000.00 0.00 147.00 1,853.00 	7.35 

26-5-90-65250 PARADE EXPENSE 1,400.00 0.00 1,031.36 368.64 	73.67 

26-5-90-65260 HANDICRAFT SUPPLIES 1,200.00 0.00 64.12 1,135.88 	5.34 

26-5-90-65280 T-SHIRTS 2,050.00 0.00 1,411.14 638.86 	68.84 

26-5-90-65290 FIREWORKS 23,000.00 0.00 22,000.00 1,000.00 	95.65 

26-5-90-65291 FIREWORKS FAMILY AREA 4,000.00 0.00 2,160.00 1,840.00 	54.00 

26-5-90-65295 PROGRAM/CAMP EXPENSE 4,000.00 0.00 2,043.50 1,956.50 	51.09 

26-5-90-65300 MOVIE IN THE PARK 1,975.00 0.00 2,806.00 ( 831.00) 	142.08 

26-5-90-65330 WINTER FUN DAY 600.00 0.00 0.00 600.00 	0.00 

26-5-90-88000 NEW EQUIPMENT 25,000.00 0.00 31,444.57 ( 6,444.57) 	125.78 

26-5-90-92900 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 671.00 0.00 0.00 671.00 	0.00 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 101,000.00 859.06 84,949.52 16,050.48 	84.11 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 101,000.00 859.06 84,949.52 16,050.48 	84.11 

REVENUES OVER/ (UNDER) EXPENDITURES 150.00 ( 857.59) 19,156.98 ( 19,006.98)2,771.32 

*** END OF REPORT *** 



































































































OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF ILLINOIS

Lisa Madigan
ATTORNEY GENERAL

January 8, 2019

Via electronic mail

Ms. Julie L. Ajster

Ajster Law Office

P. O. Box 255

Peru, Illinois 61354

ajster@comcast. net

Via electronic mail

Ms. Stephanie Piscia

Deputy City Clerk
FOIA/ OMA Compliance Officer

City of Peru
1901 4th Street

Peru, Illinois 61354

spiscia@peru. il. us

RE: FOIA Request for Review — 2018 PAC 53612

Dear Ms. Ajster and Ms. Piscia: 

This determination letter is issued pursuant to section 9.5( f) of the Freedom of

Information Act ( FOIA) ( 5 ILCS 140/ 9. 5( 1) ( West 2016)). For the reasons that follow, the

Public Access Bureau concludes that the City of Peru (City) did not violate FOIA by charging a
copying fee for paper copies in response to Ms. Julie L. Ajster' s March 28, 2018, FOIA request. 

City stating

On that date, Ms. Ajster, on behalf of a client, submitted a FOIA request to the

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am

requesting documents relating to the Dollar General Store located
on Peoria Street in the City of Peru. I am requesting any and all
documents relating to Dollar General and the acquisition of the
property located at the corner of 6th and Peoria Streets from the
City of Peru. I am also requesting copies of any and all emails, 
memos or other correspondence between Peru' s Economic

500 South Second Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701 • ( 217) 782- 1090 • TTY: ( 217) 785 - 2771 • Fax: ( 217) 782- 7046
100 West Randolph Street, Chicago, Illinois, 60601 • ( 312) 814- 3000 • TTY: ( 312) 814- 3374 • Fax: ( 312) 814- 3806

1001 East Main, Carbondale, Illinois 62901 • ( 618) 529- 6400 • TTY: ( 618) 529- 6403 • Fax: ( 6181 529- 6416
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Ms. Stephanie Piscia

January 8, 2019
Page 2

Development Director Bob Vickrey and/ or anyone else from the
City of Peru and any and all representatives from Dollar General. 

Please respond within 10 days. 111

On that same date, the City informed Ms. Ajster that " there [ was] a substantial amount of
information to copy," and asked whether she sought specific records or all records that the City
had on file.

2
In reply, Ms. Ajster stated: " I need everything you have. If you need additional

time, that is fine." On April 16, 2018, at 9: 20 a. m., the City' s FOIA Officer, Ms. Stephanie
Piscia, notified Ms. Ajster: " I will have your documents ready today. There is a lot of
information. I will have a dollar amount for you shortly and let you know when they are
available. i4 At 9:45 a.m. on that same date, Ms. Piscia notified Ms. Ajster: " I have your request

ready for pickup. There is a total of 1554 documents. The total for the request is $ 225. 60. i5

On June 15, 2018, this office received Ms. Ajster' s Request for Review disputing
the copying charge. She asserted that she had previously sent dozens of FOIA requests to the
City and had received copies of the responsive records in an electronic format at no cost. She
contended that the City violated FOIA by: ( 1) " charging [ her] for photocopies of documents
which should have been produced free of charge in electronic form[;]" ( 2) " repeatedly
complaining in public and in the newspaper about FOIA requests[;]" ( 3) " not providing [ her] 
with an estimate as to the cost of [her] FOIA request prior to preparing a FOIA response[;]" ( 4) 

demanding [ she] pick up the documents rather than mailing them to [ her][;]" and ( 5) " stating to
the News Tribune that the FOIA response was free when it is not and they are refusing to release

E- mail from Attomey Julie L. Ajster, Ajster Law Office, to Stephanie Piscia ( March 28, 2018). 

2E - mail from Stephanie Piscia, Deputy City Clerk, FOIA/ OMA Compliance Officer, City of Peru, 
to [ Julie L. Ajster] ( March 28, 2018). 

3E -mail from Julie L. Ajster, Ajster Law Office, to Stephanie Piscia ( March 28, 2018). 

4E -mail from Stephanie Piscia, Deputy City Clerk, FOIA/ OMA Compliance Officer, City of Peru. 
to Julie [ L. Ajster] ( April 16, 2018). 

5E -mail from Stephanie Piscia, Deputy City Clerk, FOIA/ OMA Compliance Officer, City of Peru, 
to [ Julie L. Ajster] ( April 16, 2018). 
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the documents until [she] pay[ s] $ 225.60." 6 Ms. Ajster enclosed copies of news articles in which
she stated, " the City of Peru was complaining about the number of FOIA requests." 7

On June 25, 2018, this office forwarded a copy of the Request for Review to the
City and asked it to address the allegations in Ms. Ajster's Request for Review. This office also
asked the City to address the timeliness of its response to her request, and to clarify whether any
of the requested records were maintained in an electronic format. On June 27, 2018, the City
provided a written response and copies of its correspondence with Ms. Ajster regarding the
request. On July 3, 2018, this office forwarded a copy of the City's response to Ms. Ajster; she
did not reply. 

DETERMINATION

All records in the custody or possession of a public body are presumed to be
open to inspection or copying." 5 ILCS 140/ 1. 2 ( West 2014); see also Southern Illinoisan v. 
Illinois Department ofPublic Health, 218 Ill. 2d 390, 415 ( 2006). 

As an initial matter, the Public Access Counselor' s authority to resolve disputes is
limited to alleged violations of FOIA and the Open Meetings Act ( 5 ILCS 120/ 1 et seq. ( West
2016)). See 15 ILCS 205/ 7( c)( 3) ( West 2016). FOIA governs the disclosure of existing public
records; it does not dictate the manner in which a public body may comment to media outlets or
the general public about FOIA requests it has received. Accordingly, this office is not authorized
to review allegations concerning public statements that the City made regarding FOIA requests. 

Turning to whether the copying fee that the City assessed was permissible, section
3( a) of FOIA ( 5 ILCS 140/ 3( a) ( West 2016)) provides that "[ e] ach public body shall make
available to any person for inspection or copying all public records, except as otherwise provided
in Sections 7 and 8. 5 of this Act." Section 3( d) of FOIA ( 5 ILCS 140/ 3( d) ( West 2016)) states

that a public body shall " either comply with or deny a request for public records within 5
business days after its receipt of the request[.]" Section 3( d) further states that "[ a] public body
that fails to respond to a request within the requisite periods in this Section but thereafter

provides the requester with copies of the requested public records may not impose a fee for such
copies." Section 3( e) of FOIA ( 5 ILCS 140/ 3( e) ( West 2016)) permits a public body to extend
the time to respond by 5 business days from the original due date for any of seven enumerated

Letter from Julie L. Ajster. Ajster Law Office, to Public Access Counselor, Illinois Attorney
General ( June 15, 2018), at 2. 

Letter from Julie L. Ajster. Ajster Law Office, to Public Access Counselor, Illinois Attorney
General ( Jane 15, 2018), at 1. 
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reasons, and also provides that "[ t] he person making a request and the public body may agree in
writing to extend the time for compliance for a period to be determined by the parties." 

With regard to electronic copies, section 6( a) of FOIA (5 ILCS 140/6(a) ( West

2016)) provides: 

When a person requests a copy of a record maintained in an
electronic format, the public body shall furnish it in the electronic
format specified by the requester, if feasible. If it is not feasible to
furnish the public records in the specified electronic format, then

the public body shall furnish it in the format in which it is
maintained by the public body, or in paper format at the option of
the requester. 

The Public Access Bureau " has previously determined that section 6( a) of FOIA does not require
a public body to furnish in electronic format records maintained solely in paper format, even if
the public body has resources to reproduce those records in PDF." Ill. Att' y Gen. PAC Req. Rev. 
Ltr. 28697, issued April 18, 2014, at 2. In addition, section 6(b) of FOIA (5 ILCS 140/6( b) 

West 2016)), which concerns fees for paper copies, provides, in pertinent part: 

Except when a fee is otherwise fixed by statute, each public
body may charge fees reasonably calculated to reimburse its actual
cost for reproducing and certifying public records and for the use, 
by any person, of the equipment of the public body to copy
records. No fees shall be charged for the first 50 pages of black

and white, letter or legal sized copies requested by a requester. 
The fee for black and white, letter or legal sized copies shall not

exceed 15 cents per page. If a public body provides copies in color
or in a size other than letter or legal, the public body may not
charge more than its actual cost for reproducing the records. 

In its response to this office, the City addressed the timeliness of its response to
Ms. Ajster' s request by explaining that when it e- mailed Ms. Ajster on March 28, 2018, about the
size of her request, Ms. Ajster expressed that she was fine with the City taking additional time to
respond. This office has reviewed a copy of the e- mail exchange between the City and Ms. 
Ajster and confirmed that she granted the City extra time to respond. While the parties did not
discuss or agree on a specific due date for the City' s response, Ms. Ajster did not express that she
sought any limitations to the additional time for response or otherwise indicate any objections to
an extension. Consequently, this office concludes that the correspondence was sufficient to
extend the City' s time for compliance. See Garlick v. Bloomingdale Twp., 2018 IL App ( 2d) 
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171013, ¶ 37, _ N. E. 3d _ ( 2018) ( concluding that a requester' s reply to a public body that an
answer by a particular date " would be appreciated" was sufficient to extend the time for
compliance to that date). Therefore, for purposes of assessing a copying fee. this office
concludes that the City' s April 16, 2018, response was timely. 

Discussing its rationale for assessing Ms. Ajster a copying fee for paper copies
rather than providing her with electronic copies free of charge, the City explained: 

When a request of this size is received and it is determined

that multiple departments and/ or individuals will be providing
documentation, we ask that they gather from paper files or print
out related electronic files so that all information can be compiled

in a central location. Based on this method it is difficult to

determine which documents were copied from a paper file or

printed from an electronic source. It is my belief based on
communication with those that provided documentation that as

much as 50% of the documents were copied from an electronic

format. l81

The City questioned whether Ms. Ajster should be liable for half of the fee given its estimate that
half of the records did not exist in an electronic format. 

Because a public body is not required to provide electronic copies of records that
are maintained solely in paper format, the City was not required to convert the responsive
records maintained in paper format into an electronic format. As to the remaining records, 
section 6( a) of FOIA provides, in pertinent part, that " the public body shall furnish it in the
electronic format specified by the requester, if feasible." ( Emphasis added.) As also quoted

above, the next sentence of section 6( a) again references " the specified electronic format." 

Emphasis added.) Accordingly, section 6( a) of FOIA signifies that when a request specifies that
it seeks electronic copies, the public body must provide electronic copies of records that it
maintains in an electronic format, free of charge. Even if a requester specifies an electronic

format and the public body does not maintain the electronic records in that format, the public
body must either convert the electronic records to that format, if feasible, or provide the
requester with electronic copies of the records in the electronic format in which they are
maintained or paper copies at the option of the requester. Here, Ms. Ajster' s request did not

specify that she sought electronic copies. Although Ms. Ajster contended that the City had
previously provided her with copies of records electronically, the City did not, by that course of

BLetter from Stephanie Piscia, City of Peru FOIA Officer, to Teresa Lim, Assistant Attorney
General ( June 27, 2018). 
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action, bind itself to providing all future responsive records electronically regardless of the
format in which they are maintained. 

The current copying fee dispute potentially could have been avoided in part if the
City had provided Ms. Ajster with a fee estimate prior to beginning to make copies of the records
maintained only in paper format. Nonetheless, although FOIA requires that a public body
provide fee estimates for voluminous requests, 9 it does not set forth a similar requirement for
non -voluminous requests. Here, the City did not assert that the request was a voluminous
request and, therefore, the City was not required to provide an estimate of the fees to be charged. 
See I11. Att' y Gen. PAC Req. Rev. Ltr. 41192, issued September 8, 2017, at 4 ( concluding that a
public body was not required to provide an estimate of fees to be charged or provide an
opportunity to narrow a request where the public body did not assert that the request was a
voluminous request). Further, although Ms. Ajster alleged that the City had claimed to the News
Tribune that FOIA responses are free, sections 6( a) and 6( b) of FOIA expressly permit a public
body to charge for certain costs involved in reproducing records. In this case, the total cost of

225. 60 reflects a charge of 15 cents per page for the 1554 pages of documents after 50 free

pages. Thus, the City' s fee is permissible under section 6(b) of FOIA. Under these
circumstances, this office concludes that the copying fee the City assessed did not violate FOIA. 
Still, because it appears that Ms. Ajster would have had the right to obtain copies of

approximately half of the records free of charge if she had specified that she sought electronic
copies, and because she may have reasonably believed that it was not necessary to specify that
she sought electronic copies in order to receive electronic copies of the records maintained

electronically in light of her previous FOIA correspondence with the City, the City' s idea about
halving the copying fee sounds reasonable. 

Lastly, with regard to Ms. Ajster's claim that the City required her to pick up the
paper copies rather than mailing them to her, it appears that the City contemplated an in-person

9Section 3. 6( c) of FOIA ( 5 ILCS 140/ 3. 6( c) ( West 2016)) provides: 

If a request continues to be a voluminous request following the
requesters response under subsection ( b) of this Section or the requester fails to

respond, the public body shall respond within the earlier of 5 business days after
it receives the response from the requester or 5 business days after the final day
for the requester to respond to the public body' s notification under this
subsection. The response shall: ( i) provide an estimate of thefees to be
charged, which the public body may require the person to pay in full before
copying the requested documents; ( ii) deny the request pursuant to one or more
of the exemptions set out in this Act; (iii) notify the requester that the request is
unduly burdensome and extend an opportunity to the requester to attempt to
reduce the request to manageable proportions; or ( iv) provide the records

requested. ( Emphasis added.) 
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exchange of payment for the copies. Although a public body may require receipt of the

authorized copying fee prior to providing a requester with copies of responsive records, this
office has previously determined that " FOIA requires a public body to mail copies of records
when the requester has provided the public body with a mailing address; the public body may not
impose a fee for the cost of the regular postage." See Ill. Att'y Gen. PAC Req. Rev. Ltr. 41192, 
issued September 8, 2017, at 4. Here, the City did not dispute Ms. Ajster' s claim or otherwise
indicate that it would mail the responsive records at no additional cost. Consequently, this office

reminds the City to offer requesters the opportunity to receive paper copies by regular mail once
they have paid any requisite copying fees. Further, if it has not already done so, this office
requests that the City mail copies of the first 50 pages of responsive documents at no cost to Ms. 
Ajster. 

The Public Access Counselor has determined that resolution of this matter does

not require the issuance of a binding opinion. This letter shall serve to close this matter. If you
have any questions, please contact me at the Chicago address listed on the first page of this letter. 

Very truly yours, 

TERESA LIM

Assistant Attorney General
Public Access Bureau

53612 f 6a fee proper 6b fee proper improper mun



OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF ILLINOIS

Kwame Raoul
ATTORNEY GENERAL

February 13, 2019

Via electronic mail

Ms. Julie L. Ajster

Ajster Law Office

P. O. Box 255

Peru, Illinois 61354

ajster@comcast. net

RE: OMA Request for Review — 2019 PAC 56510

Dear Ms. Ajster: 

This determination letter is issued pursuant to section 3. 5( b) of the Open Meetings
Act ( OMA) ( 5 ILCS 120/ 3. 5( b) ( West 2016)). For the reasons set forth below, the Public Access

Bureau concludes that no further action in this matter is warranted. 

In your Request for Review, received January 22, 2019, you alleged that the Peru
City Council ( City Council) violated OMA in connection with its meeting held the previous day. 
Specifically, you claimed that the agenda for the meeting, which was posted more than 48 hours
in advance of the meeting, listed an item for the purchase of more than 70 acres of land, yet
purchasing said property was never on any previous agenda or discussed at any City Council

meeting."' You provided a copy of a local newspaper article in which Mayor Scott Hari
explained that he had " made phone calls one-on-one with all eight aldermen" about the potential

purchase; you argued that this " way of conducting City of Peru business without the need for an
open meeting to discuss the matter[ ]" circumvents both the express requirements and intent of

OMA because " when it comes time for an open meeting, all the alderman [ sic] need to do is
vote[.]"

2

Letter from Julie L. Ajster, Ajster Law Office, to Public Access Counselor, Illinois Attorney
General ( January 22, 2019). 

2Brynn Twait, Peru snags 70 acres offarmland near Kohl' s, NewsTribune ( Jan. 22, 2019), 

http:// www. newstrib. com/ news/ peru- snags- acres- of-farmland- near- kohl- s/ article_ 57ab5tbc- 1 e05- 11 e9- b70e- 
d31326825bb 1. html. 
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Section 3. 5( a) of OMA ( 5 ILCS 120/ 3. 5( a) ( West 2016)) provides that "[ a] person

who believes that a violation of this Act by a public body has occurred may file a request for
review with the Public Access Counselor established in the Office of the Attorney General[.] 

The request for review * * * must include a summary of the facts supporting the
allegation." ( Emphasis added.) 

Under OMA, deliberations among a majority of a quorum of the members of a
nine -member public body like the City Council must be held during a properly -noticed open
meeting, unless the topic of the discussion meets one of the exceptions listed in section 2( c) of
OMA ( 5 ILCS 120/ 2( c) ( West 2017 Supp.), as amended by Public Act 100- 646, effective July
27, 2018) and the meeting is properly closed in accordance with section 2a of OMA ( 5 ILCS
120/ 2a ( West 2016)). 5 ILCS 120/ 2( a) ( West 2017 Supp.), as amended by Public Act 100- 646, 
effective July 27, 2018. OMA generally does not govern one- on- one conversations between a
mayor and an alderman. Nonetheless, it is conceivable that conversations among less than a
majority of a quorum of the members of a public body could be structured in a way that would
violate the spirit if not the express requirements of OMA. For instance, in Request for Review

2011 PAC 14722, this office examined circumstances in which three committee members— a

majority of a quorum of the committee— attempted to avoid triggering the requirements of OMA
by having one member at a time cycle in and out of a room where the other two members would
deliberate. This office concluded that " this maneuvering violated the spirit and intent of
OMA[,]" as "[ f]inding otherwise would have [ had] the absurd result of sanctioning secret
deliberations and discussions of public business provided that members of a public body rotate in
and out of the meeting room to avoid the simultaneous presence of a majority of a quorum." Ill. 
Att' y Gen. PAC Req. Rev. Ltr. 14722, issued August 12, 2011, at 5. This office also noted that
the definition of "meeting" in section 1. 02 of OMA ( 5 ILCS 120/ 1. 02 ( West 2016)) refers to
interactive communication" that is " contemporaneous" in timing rather than " simultaneous," 

indicating that back -and - forth communications about public business involving a majority of a
quorum of the members of a public body may qualify as comprising a meeting if they occur " in
the same general time frame[.]" III. Att' y Gen. PAC Req. Rev. Ltr. 14722, at 4- 5. 

In this instance, on the other hand, the information you have set forth is

insufficient to support the allegation that the City Council violated the letter or spirit of OMA
because there is no indication that the mayor' s one- on- one conversations amounted to

deliberation among a majority of a quorum of the members of the public body. According to the
newspaper article, "[ Mayor] Harl said the city has been discussing buying this piece of property
for five to seven years[,]" and had " been keeping an eye on it[.]" 3 When the price for the

property dropped significantly, according to Mayor Harl, he phoned aldermen individually and
received positive feedback about moving forward with the purchase. No facts have been

3Brynn Twait, Peru snags 70 acres offarmland near Kohl' s, NewsTribune ( Jan. 22, 2019), 
http:// www. newstrib. com/ news/ peru- snags- acres- of-farmland- near- kohl- s/ article_ 57ab5 fbc- 1 e05- 1 I e9- b70e- 
d31326825bb 1. html. 
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presented from which this office could conclude that Mayor Hari served as a sort of intermediary

relaying various positions among aldermen to each other in a deliberative manner that could have
risen to the level of "contemporaneous interactive communication" among a majority of a
quorum of the City Council. Although you stated that you regularly attend City Council
meetings and that the purchase had never been discussed during any meeting, there are multiple
ways in which the City could have considered the possibility of the purchase prior to the January
21, 2019, meeting without violating OMA. For example, City staff members could have
discussed the matter among themselves or with just the mayor or with the mayor and a couple of
aldermen. Additionally, the City Council could have discussed the matter in closed session
under the section 2( c)( 5) exception to the general requirement to conduct business openly. See 5
ILCS 120/ 2( c)( 5) ( West 2017 Supp.), as amended by Public Act 100- 646, effective July 27, 2018
permitting a public body to discuss in closed session: " The purchase or lease of real property

for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a
particular parcel should be acquired."). 

Because your Request for Review does not provide a basis from which this office

could conclude that the City Council violated OMA in connection with the land purchase it
approved during its January 21, 2019, meeting, the Public Access Bureau has determined that no
further action is warranted in this matter. 

This letter closes this file. Please contact me at ( 312) 814- 8413 or the Chicago

address listed on the first page of this letter if you have questions. 

Very truly yours, 

JOSHUA M. JONES

Deputy Bureau Chief
Public Access Bureau

56510 o no ti war mun

cc: Via electronic mail

The Honorable Scott J. Harl

Mayor

City of Peru
1901 4th Street

Peru, Illinois 61354

sharlmayor@peru. il.us
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